All aspects of the subject are covered in great depth, so much so indeed that the book is too detailed for general reading except for those who are already experts in the field. For others it must be essentially a work of reference which has much to commend it. However, although the references run into several hundred per chapter (and there are ten chapters) some are neither the earliest nor the most comprehensive and one suspects that they were those which first came to hand. Moreover, as much of the book is a series of reviews, and does not present primary data in the manner of Albright & Reifenstein's classic, one must wonder how long it can be of value. Only one chapter is devoted to nephrolithiasis and this will be of limited appeal. While the physical chemical section tackles a difficult subject with clarity and honestly points out the limitations of current theory, the clinical section is unfortunately rather brief in certain areas. Nevertheless, the book is recommended for the student of metabolic bone diseases. There can be no doubt that the problems of the care of the elderly constitute the most important current challenge to health and welfare services in Western society, and that this will increase steadily throughout the remainder of this century as the number of old people, especially of the very old, continues to grow. This book is an account of an Anglo-American conference held in Washington in 1976, and describes the British and American responses to this challenge. It contains few new facts, as the epidemiological data are readily available, and the basis in reality of the various sociological theories of aging is not greatly strengthened by their presentation here. The advantage of a geriatric service, which however imperfect is specially designed to meet at least some of the medical needs of the elderly, comes across clearly, as does the urgent necessity for education of all doctors in the principles underlying such a service.
Though it lacks detail, in particular any discussion of the complex situations created by the interaction in individual old people of physical illness, mental disorder and social circumstances, this book is the most adequate account to appear so far of the general problems of dependency of the elderly. Perhaps its most important defect is the lack of any statement of the vital role played by nursing and paramedical staff in the care of old people.
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Common Gastroenterological Problems R H Slater. pp 108 £2.50 John Wright 1977 No practitioner struggling with his service commitment should feel over burdened by reading a small volume of ninety-nine pages divided into thirteen short chapters, each with a summary of four paragraphs or thereabouts. Moreover, to reprint these items from The Practitioner must seem a worthwhile undertaking, and there is throughout a practical approach directed to general practitioners and non-gastroenterological hospital staff, as well as senior medical students.
However, a .reading at one sitting confirms a nagging doubt about the value of such a book -it does not serve the revision task which the original publication so well fulfils, nor is it complete enough to be a reference text, though a few items of further reading are suggested. Moreover, there is an overall lack of proportion; this is perhaps inevitable since the clinical context is said to be based on 90°0 of the referrals to a gastroenterological clinic and thus, from the general practitioner's point of view, more than 90"" of unselected cases which the average general practitioner does not refer are ignored.
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